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FWAC CHAIR  

Role 

The Forestry Commission is seeking to appoint a new Chair for the South West Forestry 

and Woodlands Advisory Committee (FWAC).  

The Forestry Commission is a government department responsible for the delivery of the 

government’s forestry and woodlands policy in England.  The Commission works with others to 

protect, improve and expand our nation’s forests and woodland, increasing their value to society 

and the environment.  England’s trees, woods and forests are a vital national asset providing 

multiple economic, social and environmental benefits. The objective is to ensure that this asset 

is protected, managed and enhanced so that these benefits can be both maximised now and 

realised in the future.  

 

Forestry and Woodlands Advisory Committees will advise the Commission, through our Area 

Directors, on the implementation of the government’s forestry and woodlands policy in each 

area and its constituent regions.  The Chair may, in addition to their FWAC role, occasionally be 

asked to Chair a 'Reference Committee' which are appointed by the Secretary of State (Defra) 

under Section 27 of the Forestry Act to provide advice as part of the statutory appeal process 

against Restocking and Enforcement Notices issued by the Forestry Commission.  

 

The Committee & Remit 

Chairs and members are appointed by the Forestry Commissioners under section 37 of the 

Forestry Act 1967, advisory committees.  The working title for the Regional Advisory 

Committee has been amended to Forestry and Woodlands Advisory Committees to better 

reflect the remit, which has been refreshed to: 

 advocate and champion forestry interests and woodlands partnership working at local 

level for woodland resilience and sector development, providing independent insight 

into local needs and priorities 

 provide advice, expertise and challenge on the application of national policies into 

Area and local programmes, and assist in aggregating local priorities into national 

programmes 

 support the Government’s interests by engaging with and developing strong local 

connections and networks to enhance synergies across the diverse forest and 

woodland sector, including the public forest estate 

 conciliate in disputed applications for grant aid, felling licences, or approval of forest 

plans where there is a sustained objection by a statutory body 

 

The term of office for the South West FWAC Chair will commence from August 2017 for a 

term of three years.  There is the possibility of reappointment for a further term subject to 

satisfactory performance. The statutory functions of the committees are subject to any 

changes in legislation which Parliament may make.  

 

Chairs and members are appointed as individuals and not as representatives of a particular 

organisation. While acting as an independent Chair, they will also be allocated to one of 

three chambers of interest that make up the membership of the Committee: forest industry 
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and land owners; social, access and environment expertise; and local communities, 

economy and government.   

 

Policy and Delivery Advice 

 

The nine FWACs will have an interest in a range of issues providing advice, expertise and 

challenge on the application of national policies as well as feeding local priorities through to 

national programme development.  They will advocate and be part of a group of 

partnerships and organisations that support local networks concerned with developing the 

sector alongside wider nature and economic interests.  FWACs will add value to the FC’s 

enabling of forestry and woodland priorities through providing independent insight into 

local needs and priorities, increasing citizen engagement and ensuring links to national 

woodland partnerships where appropriate.  FWACs will also benefit from a strong 

commitment to a voluntary approach in the way they operate, which is in tune with the  

preferred approach to see the sector enabled to pursue its woodland interests with 

regulation and state intervention only where and to the extent necessary. 

FWACs will have an informal role in furthering the interests of forestry in the community. 

However, their role is advisory and supporting FC communications, not promotional, 

lobbying or executive. Committee Chairs need to draw a distinction between their position 

as the Forestry Commissioners’ advisers and their activities in other capacities. 

Chair Profile 

The successful candidate will have first hand knowledge of the strategic issues and major 

stakeholders in their region and the wider Area and will be able to identify opportunities 

where forestry can help to make a difference.  

You will have significant experience within your field whether in the public, private or 

voluntary sector.  

You will have excellent leadership skills together with a track record of working with a 

range of complementary interests and expertise in a structured and outcome focussed way.  

Chairs need to be independent in their role and should, ideally, be resident within the 

FWAC region. 

Although the FWACs will primarily focussed on regional and local matters, the Chairs will 

also collectively advise the Commission on issues that are of national or cross-cutting 

significance. 

Each FWAC will normally have 3 meetings a year, with scope for occasional joint meetings 

within the respective Forest Services Area of operations. There are also 2 meetings each 

year between all FWAC Chairs and the England Forestry Commissioners and National 

Committee Non-Executives. Chairs can typically expect to spend up to 10 days per annum 

on FWAC work.  A stipend of £2,648 per annum is payable together with travel and 

subsistence expenses at Government rates.  This excludes any work on Reference 

Committees which usually conclude their business in one day and is paid by separate 

arrangements.  
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How to apply: 

All candidates are required to complete an application form and provide a CV. 

 

Please note that CVs will not be accepted as an alternative to completing the application 

form, but we do ask you send this together with your application form as supporting 

evidence. 

 

Appointments will be based on merit and short listed candidates will be invited to interview. 

Interviews are expected to take place on 27 July 2017.  

Your completed application forms and CV should be returned to: 

 

Richard Barker 

Director’s Office 

Forestry Commission 

620 Bristol Business Park 

Coldharbour Lane 

Bristol 

BS16 1EJ 

 

Email: richard.barker@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

 

by the closing date 5 July 2017 

 

 

The Forestry Commission is committed to equality of opportunity and welcomes 

applications from all age groups and sectors of the community. 

 

For further information see www.forestry.gov.uk/england-rac 

 

www.forestry.gov.uk/england-rac

