
 
Independent Member of Audit and Risk Assurance Committee 
Vacancy Description and Person Specification 
 
Vacancy Description 

We are looking to appoint an independent member to the Audit and Risk Assurance 
Committee of the UK Statistics Authority.  
 
The UK Statistics Authority is an independent body at arm’s length from government. The 
Authority has a statutory objective of promoting and safeguarding the production and 
publication of official statistics that ‘serve the public good’. The public good includes: 
 

 informing the public about social and environmental matters; 
 assisting in the development and evaluation of public policy; and 
 regulating quality and publicly challenging the misuse of statistics 

 
The collective mission of the official statistics system is: to mobilise the power of data to help 
Britain make better decisions. If successful in your application you would play an important 
role in our organisation which is engaged in significant transformation in responding to the 
challenges and opportunities of the changing data landscape. The statistics that the Office for 
National Statistics produces are vital for underpinning public policy, allocating billions of 
pounds of public resources and informing public debate 
 
Our remit covers the three principal elements of the UK official statistics system: 
 

 the Government Statistical Service (GSS), which is the cross-government community 
of all those involved in the production of official statistics in the UK 

 the Office for National Statistics (ONS) which is the executive office of the UK Statistics 
Authority and the largest producer of official statistics in the UK 

 the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR) which is the regulatory arm of the UK 
Statistics Authority. It assesses official statistics for compliance with the Code of 
Practice for Official Statistics, reports on system-wide issues and on how statistics are 
used, celebrating when the standards are upheld and challenging publicly when they 
are not. 

 
The purpose of the Audit and Risk Assurance Committee is to support the Authority Board 
and the Authority's Accounting Officer in their responsibilities for risk management, control and 
governance. It does this by reviewing the comprehensiveness, reliability and integrity of 
assurances in meeting the Authority and Accounting Officers' assurance needs. The 
Committee acts in a scrutiny and advisory capacity and it has no executive authority.  
 
  



More specifically the Committee:  
 

 considers and approves the strategies and plans for internal and external audit; 
 ensures that there are levels of assurance in place which are aligned to the delivery of 

the Authority’s strategic aims and priorities;  
 satisfies itself that major risks are identified and that mitigation strategies are in place; 

ensures that the internal audit needs of the Authority are being met and that provision 
meets the requirements of Public Sector Internal Audit Standards (PSIAS); and 

 monitors the integrity of the financial statements and financial reporting, and reviewing 
the integrity of the internal financial control and risk management systems. 

 
 
The Committee meets at least six times a year with meetings usually in January, March, May, 
June, September and November. Committee meetings usually last for three hours and 
members can expect to spend at least the equivalent time in preparation for each meeting; 
follow up actions are often required. Committee members may be asked to draw upon their 
expertise and provide advice and guidance on specific finance, risk or control matters outside 
of meetings. The remuneration for this post is £3,000 per annum.   
 
Person Specification 

We are seeking a candidate with an enthusiasm for good governance and an interest in 
statistics, combined with proven expertise and senior level experience in the following fields.  

 Qualified accountant or have significant financial management experience. 

 Experience of operating at Board and / or Audit Committee level in the public or private 
sector (or both), preferably with knowledge of the operation of arm’s length bodies.  

 Be familiar with current approaches to risk management, internal control and corporate 
governance. 

 Experience of dealing with internal and external audit. 

 Ability to think logically and objectively in analysing complex information in order to 
identify key issues/implications, make balanced judgments and effective decisions. 

 Able to work well as part of a diverse team and to take collective responsibility for 
decisions. 

 Large scale project and appraisal.  

 

How to Apply 

To apply for this post you must provide: 
 
 a covering letter of no more than two pages of A4 setting out why you are interested in 

the role and clearly setting out how you meet the criteria above; and 
 an up-to-date curriculum vitae.  

 
You should send the above by email to: 
 
mervyn.stevens@statistics.gsi.gov.uk  
 
Please note that the closing date for all applications is Friday 11 May 2018.  
 

This post is NOT regulated by The Commissioner for Public Appointments. 


