
   

   

Illegal Wildlife Trade Advisory Group (IWTAG) recruitment 2019  

 

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) seeks applications to join its Illegal 
Wildlife Trade Advisory Group (IWTAG).  The primary role of the IWTAG is to assess applications to 
the Illegal Wildlife Trade (IWT) Challenge Fund, and to provide advice which enables Ministers to 
select the highest quality projects for funding 

We are currently looking for a maximum of two people who have knowledge of, or direct 
experience in, projects dealing with reducing demand for illegal wildlife trade species and 
products.    

We are looking for individuals who, as leaders in their field, genuinely want to contribute at the highest 
levels and are able to support their views with well-argued evidence. You’ll offer sound judgment, 
excellent interpersonal skills, the ability to assimilate complex information and preferably have 
previous experience of reviewing project applications and justifying your views in a challenging 
committee-type forum. 

We actively encourage applications from individuals from a wide range of backgrounds, including the 
private sector, academic and professional institutions, non-governmental organisations, law 
enforcement etc.   

The appointments will commence in late June 2019. 

In particular Defra would expect successful candidates to be able to evidence the following criteria: 

Criterion 1: Understanding of all 4 of the themes covered by the IWT Challenge Fund, but with 
particular knowledge of, or direct experience in, projects dealing with reducing demand for illegal 
wildlife trade species and products.   

 Criterion 2: Experience of working with or within countries in which the Illegal Wildlife Trade 
Challenge Fund operates and an understanding of the constraints of working in developing countries 
and with diverse cultures. 

Criterion 3: A good understanding of the issues and challenges involved in tackling the illegal wildlife 
trade, including knowledge of who would need to be involved in projects if they are to be successful, 
how to ensure that projects are properly underpinned by evidence, and how to achieve that (e.g. for a 
well-designed demand reduction intervention, how can success against its intended objective be most 
effectively measured?)    

Criterion 4: Experience of working on or managing projects in developing countries relating to the 
illegal wildlife trade and/or to the sustainable use of natural resources.  

Criterion 5: Experience of reviewing project applications (including assessing proposals for value for 
money) and justifying views in a challenging forum would be desirable.  

Applicants from a wide range of backgrounds will be considered including private sector, academic 
and professional institutions and non-governmental organisations. 

 

The Illegal Wildlife Trade Advisory Group members, appointed by Defra, will be independent 
appointments made through open competition based on your application. There will be no 
interviews. These appointments will not be classed as formal public appointments. 

 

CV: should include education, professional qualifications and employment history, and the names and 
contact details for two referees. CVs should not exceed two A4 pages (size 12 Arial font). 

 

The deadline for receipt of completed documents is 12:00 noon on Friday 10 May 2019.   



   

   

 


